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								PatentingDrafting and prosecution of patent applications worldwide							
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					The Unitary Patent System is on the way


					
					
					
												 We reported last year that the Unitary Patent and Unified Patent Court (UPC) were progressing. The main hurdle left to clear was sufficient countries ratifying the Protocol on the Provisional Application of the UPC Agreement to allow the provisional application to start. The Preparatory Committee has now announced that Austria has provided the necessary 13th ratification, and so the Protocol is now in force. This allows the institutions of the Court - the Administrative Committee, the Advisory Committee and the Budget Committee – to come into being, and implementing legislation, such as the Rules of Procedure and the regulations governing patent attorney representation at the Court, to be adopted. When preparations are sufficiently advanced, Germany will deposit its instrument of ratification of the UPC Agreement, and the Court will formally begin operations at the beginning of the fourth month after the date of that deposit.
There does remain a constitutional niggle to be addressed, namely whether the UK’s mandatory ratification of the Protocol can be replaced by that of Italy now that the UK has withdrawn from the Agreement, together with the related question of where the branch of the Central Division that the Agreement specifies should be in London, should now be located.
The European Patent Office has welcomed this development and has repeated the estimate that around 8 months will be needed before the Court can fully open for cases. In addition, the EPO has announced a pair of measures to allow early uptake of the system. Once Germany has deposited its instrument of ratification, applicants will be able to both request delay grant of their patents (after the Advance Notification of Grant under Rule 71(3) EPC has been issued), and to file requests for unitary effect during this period, which will take legal effect after grant of the patent and once the UPC Agreement has come into force.
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            No points to KnitPro after application to challenge service in IPEC fails
        


        
        
            This judgment concerns a three-fold application by the Defendants (together “KnitPro”) brought in the context of a long running trade mark dispute relating to knitting needles. Background In 2013 the US-based Claimant’s predecessor be...
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            Time to Talk Day 2022: Why talking about mental health matters
        


        
        
            Time to Talk Day this year falls on 3rd February and it’s the nation’s biggest mental health conversation. It’s the day that friends, families, communities, and workplaces come together to talk, listen and change lives.  I have suffered with anxiety an...
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            LGBT+ History Month 2022: Robert Rauschenberg and Transformation Through Context
        


        
        
            We are excited to celebrate LGBT+ History Month, helping to increase the visibility of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, their history, lives and their experiences. The theme this year is Politics in Art: ‘The Arc Is Long’. Sch...
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            EIP’s expertise highly ranked in Juve Patent UK 2022 rankings
        


        
        
            Juve Patent has published its UK rankings for 2022 in which EIP's litigation and filing practices are ranked.  EIP’s Litigation practice is ranked four stars (out of five) with editorial commenting that ‘this IP boutique has carved out a solid position...
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			We use cookies to give you the best online experience. More details are available via our privacy policy. Please let us know if you agree to these cookies.
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